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PREFAGCGE. 

 Ome Truths, as ſome Excellencies, are ſo much behold+ 
 tng'to their own Light, that the ſhorteſt and molt tran- 
fient glimps can command our Aſſent to the one, aud 
- give us « Faffcient knowledge of the other. | Such ws that 
of the mward worth of this Author, who as be was. many ways 
qualified for that piece of ancient charafter, inirIilvwn_7d pour 
rifiavor ea 8 Jour tj vis ever, Eunap de Alypio is, vir. Fambl. p.\ 
29, (nature'andauſterity afforded him fo ſmall a portion 
of body, and God's bleſſing on great faculties and. equal 
ligence, fo rich endowments of Mind, that he approach- 
ed to ſome nearneſs to beall Soul) ſo will he be moſt fully 
pourtrayed on the leaſt Table. Any thing that was truly hu, 
that paſt mnder his laſt hand in his maturer Age, | carries thoſe 
Signatures 'on it, whereby being dead he yet ſpeaketh, articu- 
lately to theſe that knew him, and intelligibly, if they pleaſe 
zo believe it, to thoſe which knew him not. Aud thu fingle 
Sermon-of his, which is here offered the Reader, vndertakes to 
make god what' hath been ſaid. Others have been willing. to. 
gather up all bis Reliques, which they can retrieve . from any 
Coaſt, that nothing which #s ſo wel qualified to recerve , may 
want its due veneration ; And the publick is much obliged to 
this their diligence. But for the compleat Image of the true 
Son of the» Engltth CBarch, bi temper, and the reaſons of his 
. wnmoved conſtancy to our Perſecuted Mother, it wil be compe- 
tently drawn from this one appearance of him. 


Come 


Conformable is the frame of the Engliſh Reformation , ſo 
Rrongly guarded and ſecured inwardly. from its own Principles, 
Antrquity and Purity, of... clean; fo plain and 
 unintricate a making, ſo clear and chryſtalline both in its ſpring 
and fireams, that the frmpleſt colours and the quickeſt hand will 
give us the juſteſt proſpet, the vitalleſt picture of it. This 
one pargllel of Hezekiah's taking away the high-pſaces, &c. 
(being here par way brought home by ang uniform concur- 
rence of ſuitable circutiſtanices to the Engliſh Platform )) ſu- 
pereveging the. Readers ſolicitude, by ſupplying the want of any 
larger collettion of * diſcourſes and vindications in the point of 
_ or Herelie, or Non-Communion with the Catholick 
Thus much was uſeful to he premiſed of the. intrinſick value 
of this neiuhncor, to engage the indifferent Readers ſurvey, mot to 
anticipate hu judgment of it. . But-the more extrinfick circa» 
Frances of - the Place, aud Preacher, and-Auditory, and De- 
ſigni of it, may deſerve ſome farther refletion; in order tothoſe 
hich were nat foreſeen,. nor conſequently at all confidered b 
the' defrgner.. The Scene was Paris, nd if TI miſtake not, L. 
Hoſtel de Blinville there, the place whither the moſt Illuſtri- 
- ous, theyPrince of Wales his Highneſs, with: bis Family, af- 
ſembled for the Divine Offices of the Lords day. .. The avow'd 
Defign, for the fortifying of all his Engliſh Auditors, againſt 
the infuſions, to which that Clime ou the remoter of Rome' or 
rid) might poſſibly ſubjet them. The Preacher, as great 
a Prelatiſt as avy whom unkind or jealous Brethren have. ever. 
Blaſted under that title. __ | 
His love and defire of the Peace of the Church ſa ardent, and 
his Tater ie cn for the Return of it, _ that he was 
anwilling to be Known to poſterity by any other monument than 
this, that He daily pray d for the peace of the Church. 


2 Kings 


2 Kings XVIIL. 22. 


But if ye ſay unto me, We truſt. in the, Pa our. 
God: is not - that he whoſe high'p laces, and 
whoſe Altars Hezekiah"hath I at "away; "and 
hath ſaid ro Jude and Jeruſalem, Te ſhall wore. 
Pip doſing this Altar in Jerjalom? Poo! v\qmsT 


'O U. may pleaſe to obſerve, that Detrativn: 
- ſometimes. miſtakes her aim, and by a weak 
- aſſault commends that good: which it intends! 
to, villifie., | Thus this. Commander;was here: 
Na ſent 9, down, Hezekdeh, that; his: cruel! 
Tongue might; ral] bs pl . pony 'the Preface unto his Ma-. 
ſter's $wo oc. d 'was-his attempt;//that, no; ſtu- 
died Porno co d have Fe oe ater him. So. that me-/ 
thinks this Prioce's Worth ne"ce ems mare; fairy\than- in, 
the mouth of. Rahſbakeb. He's. there, tax'd for demoliſh+; - 
ing,the High Places, and for the Subverſion of. ſa, many 
Altarsz; Actions ne were 019098 ;bim vy. Moſes, as if a 
Man ſhould aceu edlineſi dk \Abrahaw_ of 
his Belief: who th ao = 
for-no leſs; than-artifici 
Suck: pb > by an Fog whey” 
man, but godly 3 grub ay ly no. doubt, . bat has he. Was 
faithful; and hi a virtuousgallant Foes mer '£ nos 
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a” - Yoo + 
Hons in Charity _ interpret wy Words of- R4b- 
akeh, were he not a-Servant unto the King: of 4ſfur :- 
(iy ſpeak truth, . His Commiſfion makes it plain that he 
came to Rail : only his more friendly malice objeds good- 
__ inſtead of Sin, as if here DetraQion had been ſub- 
rn'd to commend an Enertiy. You! ay thus far truſt Reb- 
Au fy ing Jon w ſpeaks exat Truth, to ſpite the 
Fou'leafily ficd in the prede- 
mio ered and Withal you'l there ſt the 
Nebrews ia. lameekls eſtate, oe yot indeed not ſb-ſad 
all taken 


as Ours, Their fc gooey by the Ares of 
FI ver(. 13. . 
emple too, aN's 


 Treaſiites of theKiog, ahd of the 
City Royal, beſieg'd Aa et 1 ewas nat 
bad fore; bay Re es Luke EI 


drrſi25: Jenjals ie ak the 
the King into Chains 'He tells him, there was no in 


hi own firebpth: we though Ariz it ſelf ſhould be fo- 
kind as to tend bin : (OI Wt be lagi) 
be bool (osfbe -1 find obpers, No hope in = 


HetbH cer bro- 
Revd; Nay; he” dires #4 RN hope ar all iti 


Guy neicher: fot though Hezehisb tet fr xd hat 
od the Ola Ghurety in ro he had fet 
1h& bat? Yown bi A 


1 chiy 
what 2 ed and pon th 


Ora) By Bag ry 6, drering? We truſt in the Ln 
You Sit 9nd ve bib ve all £6 fl +R6- 


fortned Church wok 4 3 [Yar 
fine wy Text Her H 2 Sits of Ret, , I all 
leave rhe Soldire, (ind bifly follow inthe part of his. 


Oration. Where, for my more clear prooetdiag, I fital-4 
| ttle invert the order of the words, _s ſhall. beſeech you 
eo 0ſerve with me theſe Particulars. Firp, 


Ds #4 Sermon at PARIS. 3 
" Fieſt;. You may. behold the Church of Judah corrupt- 

ed,cin:theſe:words,' High places and aftars,(1.e,) Altars in 

high. places : Secondly, theſe Corruptions reformed, whoſe 


.. Were bare Reaſon putto viſit the Church,of Judah, her 
> Tag 


butOve only;Alter,;but,ouly one for Burpt Sacrifice: And 


the houſe iof ſpoel, ;-d 
dringetbit: ot to the door of 
teor anto the altar that is before for 

, an 0 ering unto the Lord, 'be retle 4, 
Blaoil ſodH bt inepnted unto. that. man, 4g 
that mar fall by cut off from am 


* And in,the lame place, verl. 9. Ws 
again. repeated, 4nd extended £00, that. . the 


My he En _ Caſe: dee | | 


' more hipld and.reverence : Whatſoever man there by of 'the 
aſe, of Ifratl, or of the ftrangers which. ſojournanong you, 
(it mult extend'to Jems and Profelytes) that offs a lire}. 
offering, of ſacrifice, and brings #1 not to the teorof the Tee 
| "22%. I even that man ſhall be cut off fram among - his peos 
p!e, A Law fbarp and terrible;-fir indeed for Mount S+ 
#74}, and tobe delivered in-the voice of 's Thunder :\ who 
would not tremble at that'Offonee, in the Reverige where- 
of Beaſts ſhall'be eſteemed as Mens” to kill a Lamb, as to 
commit'a Murther : that man ſhall be cut off from among 
his People 3 ſuch Devotions are no leſs than Capital, nor 
will God be fatisfied forſhch Offeaces as theſe, ill h Peo- 
| Ir and Prieſt become a Sacrifice. s 
Tf yon agk'the Ground of this ſevere Evid, Imij ght well 
reply, That to yield a Reaſon, doth not Rill befir the Ma- | 
of 'a'Lavw . nt Jofephn _ us, in might be therefore 
join only Altar, that thence cotye the 
es Poſen both'of his Charches Unity, and his own. 
FP have," faith he, but one altar , Obs oe 5s, 3, 70 Weglay ys 
#9 Is, For onr great God is but One, and our tmelve Tribes 
on ople only. "There are Interpreters more 
tiny tell us, this Law was made reWoRes- 
ns: yore om prevent Schiſing and Servvidly, 'to prevent 
in. Fi irft Mbiſes: For hadleave been given to this 
agling g People, to do Sacrifice i in many ſeveral. 
| plac : the D Divcatity of Rites ſnob men would have ſoon 
len mto, might ere long have brought themi-inco-mote - 
ſeveral Fations, than at that time they had Tribes: +86- 
condly, to prevent [dolatry; a Sin which for's Wn 
om) natyral to the Jews; and what fo fit comſe'to keep 
dE ax to admit of Sacrifice, but in that Place - 
here the High Prieſt himſelf muſt look 1; whom it-{o 
Pr concerh'd both in point of: Conſience, ' and: of In- 
tereſt too, to TT REY at all but the true Qne. wh 
n 


wth 


_ And'tis worth: obſerving with what beight :of Zealthis 
ſtrict Law was kept whillt the Hebrew Church remained 
zet Primitive. You may read-the Story in the' 224 'of 
Joſs, An Altar was ſet fp on the other fide Forde by 
the Revbeviter, andthe Gadites, and the, half Tribe of 
Mwnafes,: their. tot falling-ip thoſe parts. '\ News of this 
ſtrange ſtryAure is ſoon brought to S4z/ob, where it found 
at Once both the Taberpacle, and the High Prieſt: The 
People murmur, the Army is firaight drawn together; fo 
that the Forces prepared agaitiſt Caveritiſh ſtrangers, are 
pow defigned to defend Moſei Law againſt morethan Two 
Tribes of U/rce/. But prudently firlt an. Embaſſy is de- 
figned, -Phineas is ſent, and with him Ten Princes more 
to expoſiulate with theſe men, . wjth what intent they had 
ft up ſyoh.an Altar as this, which muſt needs lye-ſo apen- 
ly' expas'd unto; that ; height of Miſconſtmuftion. 
Their anſwer you way find, verſe 22: The Lord God: of 
Gods, The Lord God of Gods be knows, and Iſrael ſhall 
kyow , we haye nat built it in Rehelzen,' to offer there: any 
Kaoxilice, but oaly to be + WikndG hetwixt 9s: and- you, 
that though divided by' Jordan; we have yet: a ſhare in 
the (elf ſame Altar with you. For Ged' forbid, fay they, 
that we ſhauld Rebel ogaivſt the Lord, and twathis day 
from. follaming the Lard:, to build an oltar for Burtepffer 
ing, or Sacrifice, hiſides. the altar' of : the- Lardi:our: /Ged- 
which is before the. acle, in the 29#h veele of that 
Ghapter.' You. ſke of ſo foyl a Nature was $his:Qffence 
then aſteemed,' that by more than Nine Tribes 'twas' held 
cauſ&-enqugh of a War, andthat a CivilWar ton, where- 
in Jews were to fight; with Jemr ::.a0d; but-.toftake off 
Van Two Triten © the Agalagy y9u Pave banrd @-higk, 
8p 1 wo to:tne | you aVE 10: | 
-and {q pathetical. F, $177 non * Teti ., Ont 
e(VT3;. 3 (Kiowls $SYKD 1333 1 248 «32016 +14 3bt 25M 
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The EngliſhiCaſeh&c, 
 And'yet in ſucceeding times how conſtart'y did they vi. 
olate this moſt ſevere Sacred Law ? Mountains, ard . 
Woods, and Plains, they would needs turn each place in- 
to a Tabernacle. *Twas then yeu would think the'Holy 
Land without doubt, -whoſe more frequent Buildings were 
Altars : but Paleſtine indeed was then fartheſt from God, 
when ſhe all thus ſeemed a Temple 3-and there was no 
orcater ſign of Judab's Apoſtacy, than too many ſuch'figns 
of Religion; Nay, fo largely ſpread was this grand Cor- 
ruption, that you'l eaſily find there was ſcarce a Man did a- 
-void it. - Kings, and Prieſts, and People ; ſome were A- 
gents, others SpeQators, and all bore a part in'this for- 
bidden Sacrifice. Thus Solower, and the whole People 
are tax'd, 1 Kings 3.2, 3. ' And you need not doubt the 
-Prieſts were there too 3 'for be the place where it would, 
none by Moſes Law could ſacrifice but the Prieſts. Nay, 
not only Solomon's, but the ſucceeding Records of all 
_ 'their good Kings ſtill runs with this abatement 3 He walke 
in the ways of- David -his Father, b»t the High Places 
.wete not taken away, the People ſtill offer'd Sacrifice in. * 
'the tops of the High Places. It's thus ſaid 'of no lefs 
than Seven : Solomon, and Aſa, Fehoſaphat, Fehoaſh, Ama- 
ziah, Azariah, and Fothan. - Cardinal Cajetan thinks this 
-groſs'Corruption was as general, as if the Jews-reſolv'd to 
'make-pul} Moſes Law by an Hebrew Cuſtomto the contra- 
ry : and they had don't without doubr, were'our Sins as 
well able to abrogate a Law, as we well xy tf bpm to 
break-it. This is plain, that the: Cardinal. congeiv'd'this 
-Abuſe was grown into'a Cuſtom 'National; 'which had 
there ſpread it elf--overall forts and kind' of : Perfons'; $0 
chatic found no open; no conſtatit Oppoſition at alt from 
any body of 'men then conſiderable: Had it, 'tis clear” e- 
nough, That Cuſtoms thus oppos'd, can put Humane 
Laws in no danger. But I need not quote ſach Autho- | 
{ 4: 7 ; © v1 | rities, 


xities, .the. ety, word there ns'd ,.; where the Text, ſpeaks 
of thoſe Kings, infers this-Teuth- ſtrongly enough. Baz 
the. Highplaces were not taken away, the People ili-otfer'd 
Sacrifce 4n, the, High. Places. For that\Word,-the Pegs 
ple, -when it's,put ſingly, .and without oppoſition, } im- 
- plies, without doubt, the whole Nation which it, points 
at. Thus when God commands Moſes z Speak. now in; the 
ears of the people: Or in. thoſe. Words 10.Pharaob, Let 
my peep; g9:; No goubt ay that, Word, did point. at. each 
ſeveral }Jew 3 and thovgh/ ſometime. it may; well bear a 
ſence leſs general, yet . it then implies '{o, much. the. far 
greater. Number, that commonly what remains, - is neither 
a. part.eminent nor conliderable., [Nay, $0 go-no' farther 
than my Text,,*cis. plain enough. from theſe Words of. Rab- 
ſfhakeb ( who having taken ſo many Cities, had now ſpent 
ſome good-time-in Jewry ), that this Corruption was ſo 
univerſally ſpread, without any viſible, -any noted-part 
to: oppole it, that he conceived. it the. only true. Service 


ey of [ſrael: Witb,what Face elſe;could He have 


told the, Fews, They had no'hopes in theig Gag, becauſe 


” But you! Jontand Jatbepk Forkbw log i-ticve wes the 
H-brew"' Church” thus corrupted? And indeed Learned 
Men'differ here. Some chitk this abuſe Hah in the times 
of Othoxiel and: Tf Bbodt -Jaoger ab. 'S: ker placd  it'inthediy 
of' Gideon 5admit'eit kelieon :Futes, and” you 
be plain in Chronology, tar hi forbidden worltiip held 
no lefs than' ſix buridred” Years';"for-all' agree, Hezekiah 
was the firſt who durft'be fo 4 zood, in thoſe” bad' times,” as 
to reform'this corroption: 'Bi rant we do doabatevf this; 
ſince great Clerks'eonteive,” that from'the time.that the 
Ark was parted from the Tabernacle; which:way'no Teſs 
than ninety years, from the days of 'Bl; the Prieſt, when 
the Are went Captive to Philiſiia, until tex bolt 
apai in the Temple"ef Salomon, *ewas las bg bet 
Fice at'*more thafi't 'ohe gnly/altar, becauſe God þ romy. 
ſed his more immediate Preſence as well Nr endo the Ark, 
before the Tabernacle. For this: gre Tay Ct "ot 
perhaps ie”! batqyor 4 grant we Digs aver o time 3 .w 
+ ro by- common &p prove ba 


enough © ful He # ty whotke acre} "For 
Yar Hat mo T 


eXt'is al plain; in tliat Cataſo 'of 
- that this _ tion, held _ the days 


$95 hb, and fo no 
ET "ore ney year wb 


So then, eee Wb ps are Her 
"the Netwre of rhiy orrnption, * 
"Gods ' Law: Teſs tl ' te in oO 
-Cenfure of the K- "m1 
of a plain Civil ar; © Sect 
ruption 3 it had ſpread it (elf thec | 
of J«#a ; ſo that all that ed 4s rote God's Viſible 
ans; was 65 ame JIE  in'ehio Taxes: For I need 
we” not 


24 Seed 8: ARTS. 
not- now ſpedkof the Ten Tribes's. 'their hi hi h places were 


ot 6; "ag. | is plaigr ego SN from the 'Calves'of Den,” 
: thek- Heb 4B the Cortirunnce'of this Qorrbp- 
tion'3/ir held'probably . 


_ ig an can deny; that 
it remained i wy Crab} 77 tipon the” Hite three 
| Centuries's 'W 

Worn? Wil fo llowfdratly 3 The whole ViGble (Þ urch 
© ay. be EY that Gy er ch i riot 
and Take inNon eleffum,* to be ho Chyrch ata), 5 7er 
for a Tong time ſhe' way do Publick” Wopſbip"in @ moſt 
groſs forbidden manner”; and this kind of Abuſe may be 
1o- dangerous, that ypon its full diſcovery, ' both 'Prince 
21 plemay þ bein conſcience bound to embrace Refor- 


bs ] Saa's tire of theT.aw beds f foyly Blermiſhed? 
and miy that ce Ao pe boaſt ofa more conſtant Beay- 


this kitid more large to ns; than 


OP Are the Prom 
they were to- As Cparch'whe in Cod Fon Sor hs 
of, -; 4 Prikr in; Koa then call'd the'Sp! 


indy; me" for eo” Rierbe 
* e and #—#xehſ "Fe are thi ipeo- 
Cav ure, andthe, by4 _—_— Pfal.'9 

0h” on Gra 


Fake: oy Hos 
bs 


2a ke GUY of felt are bee revail;: but 
fittive's Church'z' and could'the Oates 
prevail againft herd ” was betrothe God's. own pens 
_ forever? Th Nay” 
pon word 


- Tin Inglis 62 
tiles, ſhould be ſo aa witha hought, of her.own 
Hrepgeh, that, MA ang, all 1 th ts 
Truth clear in he. Ly 6 eres | 
tiles, but like | | E, WT be quite cut 
0h. eo "= = Oh worth ; obſerving, St. 
Paul has indited this lms Tra to xy Romans, inthe 
,11:h chap. verſe 21. ,Be-wot minded,” but. fear; for i 
God ſpar d uot the: natural branches, take hee Fe rf * : 
"nat thee, And that this Text, implies the Ailtian Gea- 
tiles may be all. cut-off quite Poet Chriſt is here. the Cor- 
cluſion of Stapleton, and of the Remiits Notes on that Text, 
.and of divers of their way. _. .. cats 
+. Ando faythe plain truth, that Text \ named; 
(0 - ear no other — ales wel fon % ng 
. <P anl;.warns the Gentiles to Wipe iſch 
'Which yet indeed cauld not dyes Out. 
I beſeech, you romp La if that, (7 
moſt. -M 1 


roche re re 
Jo Kelranin EE 2. 
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tian Truths, they may indeed drivea Trade 3-1 muſt hence 
hold ita Duty I owe unto moſt of thoſe that now 'hear-me; 
yes, aDaty I owe to that venerable Church that baptizd 
us all, though our nowþpoor afflited Mother; to: keep the | 
Fruit of her own Womb from thus trampling on her 5 to 
keep them, as much as in me lies, 'from being gull'd and 
cheated from her Unity, and withal from communicating 
too deeply in fin with thoſe who have now cafther onithe 
ground. Fepaed a ENS D66 
- If you ask then for the corruptions of the: Weſtern 
Church : "lf way L inftance but in one alone, She took'the 


: (e5nes. Nay, admit the Dodtrine of Concowitance, (which 
: - bioa his.pgint is but a meer perfeQ fition)yet Chriſt en. 
 & RAS: of of 14427And Tappeal to-your own Sences 
e if Few! vi whkech & cat Chri s Blood, be'to drink it: 
® * 4 1 Ma "ot E: -*C "ho Thelr 
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Their'Pablick- Service in an «known Towgue ;, is it not as 
clearly againſt the DoQtrine of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14; How, 
ſaith be, :ſhall-the_nnlearned ſay - Amen at thy givirg of 
thanks, ſeeing he underſtands not what thou jayft? in the 
16th verſe of that chapter. Twothirgs you ſee the Apo- 
ſtile there takes for granted; firſt, that the unlearned ought 
to. ſay Amer at God's Publick Service : Secondly, they 
cannot joyn-that conſent of theirs, but to thoſe words they 
underſtand. | = 
I might inſtance '1n many more particulars ; as in the 
Adoration of 1zages, of Saints, of the Exchariſt, in the 
 -Doftrine of Purgstory, and thoſe other Articles of the - 
New Creed of Trent 3. whereof ſome are of dangerous 
- practiſe; pay, (as Learned men amongſt themſelves have 
confelwd, Gerſor, Eſpenſew, and many others) they are of 
praftice, -among; the Vulgar at leaſt (ſome. doubt not to 
- add, and-amotg the.Learned too) noleſs than Idololatri- 
cal. -- Others again are made Articles of Faith, which-'yet 
for ought-appears.cither in the Text, orin Antiquity, are 
indeed not ſo much as probable Opinions: So that to fay 
truth, there are fiore of men who. bave not Ignorance ex 
nough to believe ſuch Articles. . And yet the Ieiterr 
Church- has forced many Souls into the Faith of this New 
Creed, both by the Priſon+and the Stake : And in. this 
Tyranny-bath ſhewed her ſelf far worſe than e're-old Ju- 
dah did.. For though we read of no viſible conſpicuous 
number that did avoid the High Places, yet in.Charity we 
may think there were ſome few that did ſo, a yet inthis 
- regard we read not'ſo much as one either puniſhed, ordiſ< 
graced by an Hebrew Magiſtrate. | Tal? 
Tis true then, .that God's Church, yes, bis Chriſtian 
Church, may be-ſtained with ſome groſs foul Feet 


But what ? Becauſe ſhe may thus err, ſhall each giddy Brajn 
"=. 


be allow'd to controul, or each private Hand to refo 
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her?. Admit this Diſorder once, arid let a Church be-in« 
_ deed moſt Apoſtolick, yet you'may be aMured ſhe ſhalſne're 
want Reformets, if ſhe haveeither Sons to - dra ag ig 
-Rebellion, 'or Lands to. be enjoyed by Sacril A Co- 
.rah then will dare to tell Moſes to his face, That all the 
Congregation is holy, as holy as himſelf, or the beſt em- 
ploy'd in the Tabernaclezall Kings and Prieſts then; and all 
this (tir is rais'd; not ſo much that be diſlikes the Ocder of 
Aaron, but that indeed he likes his Revenue. And there- 
fore in my. Text there's care had of this. AReformation 
follows ; but you'l find it brought in by no-leſs than by 
the Power Royal, whoſe high places, and whoſe altars 
Hezekiah bath taken away, and bath ſaid #0 Judah, 


&c. -« 
"This part affords Varieties 5 and i muſt therefotedivide 


Here's then firſt the Prime > Agort| in this Reformation 
ar Hezekiah the King. , the Extent of the 
Reformation, * ewas only —_ __ into is own Territories, 
Judah and Ferwſalem. Thirdly, the manner how-he ſerled 

{th 'twap-done as well by teac ing truth, as by reforming 
F tions: He took away the High Places, and he ſaid, 
Te ſhall worſhip before this altar at Jeruſalem. 'Fi ieſt, of the 
Prigze Agent, Zezekjabthe King. - | 
tto removetheſe Abuſes here, did pot this Prince fiſt 
abuſe himſelf, co'fic his hands for this work? Did: Hezeki- 
h the King make his Perſon no leſs than plain Head of the 
Church of J-dab 2 Were ſome Modern Tongues to have 
ſupplied Rabſbakeb's place, this'is the Theam, and this is the 
Phraſe they'd have choſen. And- yet I aſſure wy ſelf- this 
pious Prince-would have (tood to'r, that he was fu 
Governour, in all Caufes, and over all Perſons 5 ſo that 
upon provocation given, he could no doubt have depos'd 
the my -Prieſ(t, as Solomon once did 4biathar. . But yet (I 


beſcec you obſerve) * *tis One rhing © to burn Incenſe, are 
: - © ther 
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aher to enjoin that this:Scrvice- be ſtill duly done: One. 
thing to offer Sacrifice, another to command that no Sacri- 
fice be offer'd, but on that bbe Altar at Jeruſalem 5, The firlt 
of theſe belonged unto Jerow% Sous, .the other to the Heire 
of David.: To bat Hezehigh this-Power in the Church; 
were to impair his'Royalties, and to deny that to the 
Crown of F«d«þ which all Princes have till challenged 
yea, thoſe without the Church, the Kings of Nzzeweh, and 
Monarchs of Aſjzris 3, Their $worts were. Eccleſiaſtical; 
Thus that King proclaims a Religious Faſt, «For. 3. And 
Nebuchad. Dan. 3. 29, Thus from the beginning Chriſti« 
anPrinces have ſtill donethe like, and have let us ſee by 
their Laws, that jn point:of Coercive Power they .ſtill kept 
the Church-ſupremacy, as clearly appears in the Theodoſian - 
Code, and inthatef 'Jyfimian inthe Capitalars of Charles 
the great, and-ſuch other colleGtions. Juſiinian, in an Ec- 
ctchaſtical Novel, cones fully home in this points Jubewus 
beatiſſumas A robiepiſcopos O& Patriarebas,(#.) Senioris Rome; 
& Coridamtiwopoleos:Nove Rome 3 We command, 1 Th 
(and: as fomeCopics have it 'under the pain of *Qepo 

too) the moſt bleded Archbiſhop,and Patriarchs (i.) of ory R 
Rowe, and of Conſflantinvple , then call'd New Roave; 6c. ” 
If that Emperor might command all the: Patriarojhk 
| ſelves, and that in. a buſineſs Eccleſiaſtical too, where 
lay-che Church.fupremacy ? Aud theſe Novels of tis So 
tn'ſo bigh eſteem with St. Gregory the great, that 'tis plain 
mis Epiſtles, he decides Church-cauſes by ther, and-that 
with an 7/4 decrevit Dominus nofter Imperator 5Our Lord the 
Emperor bath thus rul'd it in his Laws. 

Befides, moſt plain it is, that the OLI Hebrew Kings held | 
the Work in my Text.to belong tothem as in chief. And 
this Opinion God himſelf confirm'd 5 for throughout their 
whole ſtory you! f12d, that Kings obly. are cheak'd \when 
- the Church was corrupt, and-they only! prais'd. pas: 
mecnde 
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Jejab., Thoſe High Þ] re pL 
ſa which were fet up to theworſhip of a falle Gad. Hezc- 
kiab goes farther, and deſtroysthem too, which were ſet vp 
for the falſe worſbip,:though of the true only Deity. Jo- 
ſiah goes on, and removes the Groves, and ſuch devices as 
thoſe whach So/omz, and other Kings, having of old ſet 


up, they were again renew'd in the wicked Reign of Ma-, 


noſſch. | 

But grant a-Chriſtian Church'to be indeed corrupe, or. 

that real men. thiok it.is ſo, is't not allowed. 
c 


by £ 
Law, .cither for SubjeRs, or others, again the Will of the 


os 


. King, into whoſe care ſhe's put, by force of. Arms, to con- 


ſtrain, or. beat her to a Purity ? A caſe of conſcience you'l 
find, whereby to reſolve this, decided' by our Saviour's 
own Mouth, inthe gth chap. of St. Lake z,; where entring, 
faith the Text, into aVillage of Samaria, the Inhabitants 
were ſo far from receiving. the Dofrive he intended to. 
preach, that indeed they endur'd not his Perſon. Hence 
James and John, the Two Sons of Thunder, begiaſtraighe 
to ſhew their Temper 3 What ! not receive Chriſt, nor 
the, Cheiſtian-Faith ! Miſter, ſhall we command fire from 
beauen'? For if Perſwalton will not draw .men-unto the 
Goſpel thou bring'ſt, it 'muſt be done by Fire, or by 
Sword, Our Saviour replies, Te know not of what ſpirit 
32 are - Ye underſtand not at all what thing *tis to be a 
Chriſtian, I.came not to deſtroy mens Lives, but to fave 
them z I came not to. plant a Religion in Blood 3 no, I 
leave that to Tyrky, and to Mabomet : Had that been my 
Iatent, you James and. Fohn had been no Apoſiles for me # 
I would then have made choice of Commanders from an 
Army, not of Filher-men from their Nets. And "= in 
| cnc 


laces alone were pulled down by 4- 


rilt's. 


mended. In thoſe Scriptures we read but of Three Noted, = 

- Reformations, /and they were all done by their Kings. By 

King 4ſ«, by this = my Text, and the laſt by Kiog 
h 


_ 
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theſe times have not we the like Sons of Thunder? What] 
will they not receive the New Holy Diſcipline, the very 


Scepter of Chriſt, the Throne of his Mediatorſhip (and in- 
deed they coulddo little, if they knew'not how to cloath. 
their new Fancies in good Words), Lord, ſhall we com: - 
mand Fire from Heaven ? or if you will, Fire from Hell > 
Shall we'raiſe a Rebellion ? Shall we by a Covenant ſwear 
Chriſt 1nto his Tbrone, or forſwear the King out of his ? 
What think ye will be replied to theſe, and the like kind 
of. men, but” ye know not of what ſpirit ye are? It's not 
lawful by Blood.to bring in-Chriſtian Faith ; and'is it 
lawful by Blood to bring in that thing which'they of late 
call a Chriſtian Government > It's not lawful to plant a 
Church by ſuch Force z and is it lawful thus to.. reform 


it ? They who think it is, truly for wy part, Thieither at 


all know of what ſpirit they are, no,"nor of what reaſon 
neither 3 This I well kcow, of what ſpirit they are not 5 
they are of no ſpirit Evangelical © - 

$0 then, to attempt to reform a Church in defpite of 
the Prince whom God has now p'/aced her under, is to in- 
vade Royal Power, and can be indeed called but a more 
zealous kind of Rebellion ; fincet&cure a Church by fuch 
drenches as theſe, is, no doubt, at the ſame time to give 
Poyſon to a Kingdom : and 'twas therefore decrecd inthat 
moſt ancient Council of Eliberis { twenty years before 
that of Nice ), © That if in hatred to Idolatry it ſelf, a 
* private man would needs pull down Images, he ſhould 
* by no means be eſteemed a Martyr, if he loſt his life in 
& that ſervice. And the Fathers there give their Reaſon, 
becauſe we have no example for this either from Prophets 
i or Apoſtles. No, *twas their part to preach down High 
' Places, or Idols, but they well knew 'twas the Duty of 
Kings , of Supreme Powers to removethem : And he can 
'be no Martyr for the firſt Table of the Law, who is ooo 


famedeed a Tranſgrefſor of the ſecond :nor will God at all 
thank him as a Reformer of his Churcb; who in the ſelf- 
Gme Act is no leſs than a plain Traitor to bis Deputy.” So 
that as for Subjes totake up Arms againſt their Kivgs,'is 
by the Dod&rine of St. Peter and St. Pal, it all cafes dam- 
nable : ſo ſpecially to do this -in point-of our Religion, 
- which ſo much commends and blefſeth Patience, and Suffe- 


'rings, and Martyrdom, either upon -pretefice Ito plant it - 


| Where it now isnofr, or to: reforms it where it» hasfbeen 
- planted, is of all 'other kinds of. Contentions or Wars, 
the moſt Tarkiſbly Antichriſtien, © © 1) 07 
And therefore to avoid Qyarrels and Blood,; *twas He- 
zekiah the King who here:retorms the: Church/of - Judea 3 
Bur yet, durſt be adventure alone upon} an-attetapt fo. ſa- 
cred and ſo great? 'No, you'l eafily find in the eircumſtan- 
ces of the Text, tbat he had both a Corral; and. wihal a 
Rule to dire& him; for if you read the 30, andthe 31,o0f 


the 2d of Chron. you'l ſee this Reformation 'was made in 


the time of a moſt-fokemn Paſſover, where the Pricfis and 
Levites , the: Princes and the People met 3 and -when, 
faith the Text, chap. 30. ver. 30. Hezekiah bad ſpoke coms 
foriablewords to all the Levites that taught the good knowledg 
of the: Lovd.." Yea, Joſephus {eems; to: pur 1040 this Kings 
mouth a Synodical Oxation in tbe: ninth of bis! Antiquitier: 
I ſay, when. upon the-Kinigs encouragement the Levites 
had once taught 'that good- Knowledg,: then» upon-ſuch 
counſe), ſuch dire&ion ai this, then came the Reformati- 
on/z: For ſo Moſes was plain in; the bleſſing he-gave.upon 


the whole Tribe of :Lev? : They bell teach Jacob thy fndg- 


"ments, and [ſraeltby Law, Dent. 33: at the 10. And as he 

hada Conncil, fo 'tis as plain. by the ſelf-ſame wards be had 
T Rule too to go.by, wasthe good Knowledg of the Lard, 
_ which 1s/in Moſes phraſe b7r Judgments and bis Lew: And 
bod perhaps err in the-1aterpretation of _— 
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cred Text, he had the help- of the: beſ-Comment too; as 
you-but now heard from/th 224 of ona 2ewas the ſenſe 
and prattice of the Hebrew Church,” whilſt ſhe. Was: yer 
Primitive.- ' *-' 

Thar the Charch ” England was reformed. by the Bower 
Royal, by a Power-that made uſe of the like Counſel, 
and like Rule, is'a truth I think none here doubts of; if 
any do, 'will be ſoon clear'd both from our Stories ant 
our Laws ;- that firſt Our Liturgy which Refornm'd Gods 
Pablick Service, was compos'd by Biſhops and others of 

eat Knowledg in Antiquity, 'many whereof attained 
+0 Honour of Martyrdom : And then the Book of our 
:Articles which reformed the Theological Tenets, the com- 
| non Do@rines of 'our Church, were Compiled'by Synod;, 
by Convocations, by the two Solemn Provincial Toincil 
of London, or if you will, the two National, becauſe borh 
our Provinces concurr'd in thefame truth, inthe years-52 
and 62, And that our Rule was the ſame they here ufed in 
Fewry, Gods word interpreted bythe _ and Pradice 
of the Ancient Church, eonn. in the nes wor after, 
where'tis decreed in plain words, * That oever un- 
* dertakes to. teach any truth as: neceſſary. to ſalvation, 
< which he-is not able tro-make good by'Tex t, as way un> 
* derfiood” by the Fathers; and {the "Ancient Church”, 
* ſhall be/expos'd to Ecclefiaſtical Cenſure, and Cano- 
& nical Correftion:. And''we' cannot; think our Church 
would” enjoyn' a”Rule- to her Sons, which yet ſhe had 
not kepether £1 Imthis' Point then' we ate hand'in 
tr Jydab'y the! fame Power, the. ſame Council, 


hand . 
the fame Rule; T gots the next following, The Bxtews _ 
the Reformation : *twas only ſet up in his own Ferrkories, | 


Jodeh and Joo 


joe 


f 
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** Tndeed Hezek#ab wrote Letters, and ſent to the remains 
of the Ten Tribes, to joyn in this great Action with him 
but they, for the moſt part, contemn'd his Meffage, arid 
[tiphted his Attempt, 2 Chron. 20. The King did exceed» 

bp well : For *twas to bemuch wiſhed, that ina Deſign 
fo th 

Jedeh maft mend atone. How generally a Reformation 
was defir'd in theſe parts of Chriſterdom, by men- of the 
choiceſtNote, both for Learning and Piety,'twere no hard 
Task at all to ſhew you. Nay, in the very Council "of 
Trent, Ten ſeveral Kingdoms and States defir'd the Cp for 
the People, both by their Ambaſſadors, and their Prelates: 
| Tong; m for a Redreſs of Service in an unknown: 

a 


y pious as this, all //rae! would have been tinani- 
ut-yetif Ephraim, and others, will refuſe to hear, 


Totgue 3; many -for many other particulars : All were re 
fug'd; andthe Reafon plain 3 Order was there taken (you 
may gueſs by whom ), that there were more Italian Pre- 
lates, fometimes by. Twenty, ſometimes by an Hundred, 
than there were of all the World beſides; fo that in effe&t 
all this Ghriftendom would have reformed her ſelf, had 
fot 11zly oppos'd it. Nor canthat be call'd a Gexeral Conn- 
% Crwas but Patriarchal at the largeſt) fince the Biſhops 
che. Ex}, and other great Churches,were not there, no 

nor thoſe Three long fince fo moſt famons Patriarchs © 

Conflontimople, and Alexandria, and” Antioch, who though 
they may be deceiv'#in that Tenet of the Proceſſion of the 
Hob Ghoſt, yet whatever Ertor they ate in, in that point, 


they are in no Herefie, as is confes'd by Þ. Lowbard hin 
Bl andfin been oft rhide tinnfwetitly good, by Men as 
well vers'd. in controverſal Points, as any Chriſtendom has 
bred. Bur 'cis the Artificeof the Wefters Church, to per- 
fwade the World, that thoſe ancient parts are now fallen 
from' the Church, that ſo within the Curtains of their 
own Patriarchate (he PID General Councils, and arr 


uni 
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univerſal Church ; and ſo though ſhe now make not near 
a Thirdpart of the Chriſtian World, yet with the Doxa- 
tiſt, ſhe dares profeſs her ſelf the only Catholick Church, 
and ſo damns all Mankind without: her... Neither yet. do l 
deny, nay, I affirm it rather, . That a true- General Coun- 
cil could beſt preſcribe Remedies unto ſo large a Dilcaſe 3 
but to convoke that, was extreamly difficult, and we are all 
ſure *fwas not done. For,what-Chriſtian Princes can now 
give ſafe condu@ to the Biſhops and. Patriarchs of thoſe 
remoter parts of the Church 2? So then, if neither: a true 
General Council, nor free Patriarchal,could be had, were'e 
not ſtrange Imprudence to refuſe a Cure, becauſe we could 


not uſe the beſt Phyſicians 2 In. this caſe no doubt it un- 


ueſtionably holds, what Gerſoz,the Learned Chancellor of 
aris, has ſpoken out without Limitation, and he (as Bed. 
affirms) was, Vir do@us & pins z he was a learned and a 


good man too; and you ſhall hear that good mans words; 


olo tamen dicere, &c. *© I-will not ſay, faith he, but the 
© Church may be reformed by parts 3 yea, this is neceſſary, 
© and to effect it Provincial Councils may ſuffice, and in 


< ſome things Dioceſan : 'tisin his TraF. de Ger, Con. uni- 


vs obed. And indeed Particular Churches have gone fay- 
ther in this kind than our dear Mother e're dream'd of. 
For four things there are chiefly of Synodical Cogaizance, 
Articles cf Faith, Forms of Divine Worſhip, Theological. 
Concluſions for the Peace of each Church, and the points of 
Ceremony. Oaly theſe Three laſt were the Subject of our 
Reformation , we ſtill adhering unto the Three Creeds, 
which are the Faith of the Church Catholick. But whence 
came F3lioqzin Two of theſe Three Creeds, if not in a 
Provincial Synod ? Ina Genera), no man thinks it did : 
And ſome Learned men aſcribe that Addition of Faith to 
the Eighth Synod of Toledo. And if a Provincial of Spain 
may thus decide Points of Faith, I. underſtand not why a 

k Y Nae 
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National of Ezgle:d may not be heard in far leſs matters. 
Nay, in the Fourth of To/edo 'twas challeng'd by the Fa- 
thers, as the proper Right of a National Synod, that it 
might decide Points of Faith, as clearly appears in the 3. 
Car. of that Council. 
| You ſeethen the Parallel tilt holds 3 Hezekiahb reform'd 
but his Two Tribes, and our Engliſh Princes but their own 
Territories. I come to the laſt of this Secoad General, 
The manner of the Reformation ; He did as well teach the 
truth, asreform the corruptions: He took away the high pla» 
ces, and he ſaid, Ye ſhall, &c. 6:2{> 25277 
Ye ſhall worſhip before oze altar ; ſo his words are et 
down, 2 Chrom. 32. at the 12th. He did not only remove 
their Errors, as if that paſt Triumph might ſuffice them 3 
but for the future he enjoin'd the People to employ their 


Devotion according to God's ſacred Law. And did not © 


we ſo too? Witneſs our Catechiſavs, and our Litnrgy, our 
many Forms of Devotion to God, and our many enlarge- 
ments of thoſe Moral Daties we owe to the ſeveral ranks 
of our Neighbours. *Tisthen but a Calumny, and a fond 
one too, to call our Faith a Negative Religion, as if to 
believe that ſome Men are erroneous, werethe ſole Article 
of allour Churches Creed. Truth is, we may thank them 
for it, that 'cis with us as with Judah; our Profeſſcox muſt 
needs now contain ſome Negatives : High places are not al- 
| lowable, ww4aim'd Sacraments muſt not be ſuffered, nor Iare- 
ger ador'd ; but yet they may ſoon ſeeour Poſitive Tratts 
are morelarge thanour Polemicks, and that we have taken 
more pains to make men good, than to make them Learned 

a © icious. | 
heartily wiſh I could in this regard as well defend 
fome Sons of our Church, as I am ſure I can our Church it 
ſelf. For many mens il] carriage ſeem to divide the two 
clauſes here, which are ſo _— join'd in my Text. To 
2 Ee 
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like well to xemove High Placesand Altars, in-this regard, 
none (hall ſhew more Zeal than they; nay, underpretens 
ces of ſuch corruptions az theſe, if you pleaſe, remove 
Church and all. But when we once cometo this, Te ball 
worſhip before one altar 3 ye ſhall bow down, ye ſhall bend 
your ſclves (for ſo the word here imports )), ye ſhall be 
devout, and religious 5 and this not only in your inmoſt 
thoughts, but in your outward Forms of Deportmeti 5 
they like no ſuch Reformation 3; *ris enough ta ſave them, 
that they bave learned to hate Rome, and that they are no 
ſuperſtitious Perſons. Let not ſuch men deceive theme 
ſelves. *Twill oneday riſe up in Judgment, *cwill plead a- 
- gainſt them, and ſeverely too, that they- have been bred 
Members of ſuch a reform'd Church, and yet neither in 
their Devotions, nor their Lives themſelves, bave: they 
ſhew'd the leaſt Refarmation : What good will it dotheſe 
to bave been ſo Chriſtianly allow'd the Blefled Cap in the 
Sacrament, when yet either they come not at all, or come. 
ang fins ta receive " What will it mou thee to bave 

2d's Service perform'd in a Language thou waderſiand'ſt, 
when either very ſeldom thou heareft it read, or doſt = 
heed at all, though thou hear it 2 How will that poor man; 
whom perhaps thou now pitjeſt, plead againſt thee at that 
Laſt Bar of Chriſt's Judgmenc ? 1 indeed came ſeldom, and 
with (mall Devotion to that Sacrament, becauſe I was there 
robb'd- of that ſacred Cup which I know. Thou thy (elf 
bad'{tleft me. I ſeldom came; to Gad's Publick Service 5 
and being there,l fix'd my Mind on ſame ſecular Lults, be- 
cauſe I equld not underſtand:it : And -in'puniſhment ſhall 
I be equall'd to him-who was allowed the Cup, and in Di- 
yine Service might have wderſiogd both all Hymns and 
Prayers ? Believe it, the Reformation was made not to 
bagalt of, but to uſe: And he who ſhall declare, that he 
likes the thirg, and yet is no Whit the better for it, runs 


at 
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at the beſt but into # kind of Covetouſaeſ, (a fin St. Paul 
call'd Idolatry) for; with ſuch. miſerable Chutls, be loves 
indeed to have the power of this great Wealth, and yet he 
doth pe'ce mean to uſe it. But we ought to. know, that 
' when Hezekjah has once removed theſe High Places here, 
cis to this great end eſpecially, that thenceforth we thould 
be the more carefully devout before that allowed Altar at 
Feruſalew : And yet when we have dane this, we muſt 
look for Scorns and Repraaches;z For if Fxdab, or an 
Child of hers, be grown good, you may ſurely expe 
there will be ſtraight work ſor Rabſbakeb, as you'l ſee in my 
laſt part, The Reformation ceoſur'd, it's tax'd 'of Novelty, 
and Schiſzn, and the like. But if ye ſay, We truſt in the Lord 
aur God, is n0t that he, &c. 

 *Twags in St, Hieroze's time, an Hebrew Tradition, that 
this Rabſbakeb was barn a Jew 3 ſo that Father upon the 
_ 36th of Efay. Indeed fo tt often falls out, that Judeb has 
no man a more bitter Enemy, than when ane of the Cir- 
cumcifian becames a Fugitive, Nor has. our Mothers 
Church been by any more violently oppos'd, than by the 
hands who have left her, by the hands of thoſe ficklemen, 
whoſe perſons ſhe did pnce baptize. 

But leave the Man, come to his Words 3 If ye {® unto 
me, We truſt in the Lord, &c. You ſee Rabſbakeb bimielf 
was grown ſo much a Divine, as to aver openly, That he 
who puts his Hand to overturn that Religiaa be profeſſes; 
yea, that puts his' Hand to overturn it too at the ſame 
time while he likes it, pretend .what he will, he truſts. 
not in God, he truſts perbaps in the Syrjezs, or in 


Sq 
on, 1s not this he whoſe altarr, &c, He, Fu- 


dab's old God z and therefore 'twas no leſs than plain No- 
yelty to leave bim.; 1998 gb Places and Altars, as he 
oaneciv'd, were his too : | 


nd to leave off to communi- 
| cate 
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cate in that Service they once us'd, what can .this be leſs 
than « Schiſm? And have not we been long ſince'; nay, 
are. we not reproached even unto this day with the very 
ſc]lffame Imputations ? They have ſet. up a new Church ; they 
are wicked Schiſmaticks : So that ſhould the moſt modeſt 
man entertain that Dream of Pythagoras, of the tranſmi- 
gration of Souls from one body to another, he would not 


- ſtick at all to affirm, that he who was ozce Rabſhakeh, was 


ace ſome tart Pen-man of this latter Century. 

I'le ſpeak firſt of that Tax, the reproach of Novelty: 
And I beſeech you mark how Rabſhakeh has here fram'd his 
Words. He ſtrives to lay all upon this Preſent King ; He- 
zehiab took away, and Hezekiah ſaid 3 No mention that 
this Fa& was enjoyn'd by Moſes; aud praQisd too by the 
Hebrew Church, whilſt- ſhe was the Primitive. Thus let 
but Rabſbakeb once tell the tale, and a Church larely re- 
form'd ſhall indeed appearto be but a late founded Church. 


Ignorance may perhaps excuſe this Commander here in my 


ext 3 but ſome Learned men 1n our times are more ex- 
treamly. to blame: for you'l ſoon ſee how fond are their 
main Exceptions, do but ſuppoſe their Words put into the 
Mouth of - Rabſhakeh, when as here in my Text, at FJernſa- 
lem he be-ſpake the befieg'd men upon the Wall ; © Hear, 
«* O ye Jews, will your aged Syn e at length turn No» 
« yeliſt > Your Fathers worſhipp'd in theſe High Moun- 
© tains 3 but ye now ſay, Fer»ſalew's the place 3 where was 
© the Church before Hezekiah ? Was't no where, or in- 
% vifible 2 Were your Predeceſſors blinded with one joint 
© conſent? Orare ye only become more clear of fight, 
6 what ! than Solowon the wiſe, or Aſa the religious > Does 
* your God ſometime forſake his Church, or will for Hun” 
< dreds of Years ſuffer it to be foc antly obſcurd? Let 
© not this pure Priace deceive you ſtill with'theſe fond up- 
< ſtart toys 3 for 'tis your Fudab's greateſt Fame that ſhe's 
« thought very Ancient. | What 
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' What: Jew, I wondcr, could this ſpeech move, unleſs 
'ewere tolaughter?> Where was their Church before Hezeks- 
4b 2 In the ſame place, and among the ſame People, and 
*twas ſtill the very ſelf-ſame Church : I ſay, the fame in 
trath of effence (for ſo's a Thief a Trze man) but not in 
condition or in quality : for formerly it was corrupt, now 
reform'd by the Law of Moſes 5 formerly it had heen dan. 
gerouſly diſcas'd, but 'twas now cured by Hezekiah. Let 
them ask Nazmwarn too, where was he before El:6z bad 
heal'd him 2 Would he not divide the Queſtion, He was 
long before, but he was withal Leprous: And Paleitine 
bad (till a Church, but God knows "twas a corrupt one. So 
then he whocalls a reform'd Church ew, becauſe 'tis new- 
ly reform'd, might as well call Nzawan a child too, becauſe 
after hiscure the Text plainly ſays his fleſh came again like 
a child's. But in carneff, is.our Age to be accounted: from 
our recovery ? Or is a man no Older than his Health ? By 
this Philoſophy they might perſwade the Leper, that he 
bore Office in the Syria: Court before he was a Year Old, 
Let-therefore the Modern Rabſhakeh's ceaſe to upbraid us 
with ſuch known petty Cavils, our Church was no more 
inviſible than that of Fudehb, and might as well.be before 
Luther was, as theirs before Hezekgab. | 
Secondly, They tax us of Schiſze 5 which is queſtionleſs 
a great fin,being in frequent Texts very ſharply condemn'd 
in Scripture. *Tis then committed when there is a Sciſſure, 
a Breach, - an uncharitable Diviſion made, betwixt thoſe 
men eſpecially, which in point of Religion were once 
joyn'd aud linkt together. So that where this Rupture 
is, there is fin without doubt; all :the Queſtion is, oa 
which. ſide the Crime muſt lies, fometimes it may lie on 
both, bur it ever lies on him-that gives juſt cauſe of Di- 
vifion, not ever on himthat divides. Abraham did divide 
from. his Idolatrous Kindred, and ſo did St. Pau} from = 
| | (+ 
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old friends the Fews. The Orthodox Chriitians. were forc'd” 
to do the like when Arrianiſee did prevail : and” yet in 
the opinion of theſe Rabſhakebs themſelves, neither 4bra- 
ham, nor St. Paul, nor thoſe old Chriſtians were Schiſ- 
matical. Thus when Zezehiah once had reform'd the 
Church of J«dea, no man can think a Conſcientious Jew 
would at all communicate in the ſervice of theſe High 
Places 3- he did divide from it without doubt, although 


.before, either by cuſtom or ignorance, or the like, be did 


it frequently without Scruple. And yet might fuch a Jew 
be held guilty of Schiſm ? no more ſure than Hezekzab, 
who both did and enjoyn'd the like ; and yet the Holy 


.Ghoſt in this Hiſtory here does inexpreſs terms commend 


him ; in the fourth verſe of this Chapter he commends 
him as much for reforming the Church as he does for be- 


ing like Devid. So that to tax him, were indeed to affirm, 


that the Spirit of God commends a Schiſmatick himſelf for 
the very a& of his ſchiſm. | 

Thus then they are not ſtill they who divide, but they 
who give-or continue the juſt cauſe of Divifion, who are 
guilty of that ſin we ſpeak of. But yet fince in Churets 
controverſies 'tis not ſo eafie to judg what makes that 
cauſe I nam'd, and that no wiſe man can think is fir it 
ſhould be jeſt to each private judgment : figce in ſuch di. 
viſions as theſe, men are extreamly apt to forget all bonds 
of Peace, and for pofſeffion ſometimes of 4 little fappos'd 
truth,quit indeed their whole Eftate of Charity : therefore 
the Ancients do oft define ſchiſm by theſe two grand notes 
or CharaQers, | | 

Fieſt, when-men make Diviſions in point of R__ As 
gainſt the conſent of theie lawfal Paſtors : cis ſo defined 
by St. Cyprier, and Se. and-others. Secondly, when 
men caf# out of the Church: Catholick, and ſo damn to 
Heltall that hold not their opi And this St, Auftin 


doth off times call ſchiſm in the Dowatifts. 


And 
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- And now take Schiſm in-what ſenſe, under what note 
you pleaſe, our Mother Church is guiltleſs of that impu- 
tation, Firſt take it for a Diviſion in Gods publick Ser- 
vice ; She did. no more 1n that point than what was here 
done by Hezekzah : (ince ſhe had as clear Text, and ſo as 
' juſt cauſe, To give the Cyp to the People; td furn their 
Devotions into a language they »rderſtood, as this King 
here had, to bring the Fews from their Old Maſs in high 
places, unto that one Altar at Jerz/alem. Nay the cauſe 
we had, was more juſt than that of F«d4h : becauſe the cor- 
ruptions of the Weſtern Church were all backt by Ty- 
ranny, Men were conſtrain'd into Errors'z when yet we 
read not at all that if a pious Few would have kept him- 
ſelf unto that one Altar at Fer»ſalew, he was either checket 
by their Kings, or oppreſt by their Prieſts, or condemn'd 
to Tophet by their Sanhedrim, 

Secondly, Take Schiſm for an oppoſition made againſt 
our lawful Paſtors : and our Church you'"l find was not 
guilty in this matter neither, For at that time when the Re- 
formation was made, we were under our own Syz0ds only, 
and with what readineſs they joyn'd in this grand Work, 
you have heard in my fecond General. "Tis true, that for 
ſome hundreds of years we had been under a known Fos 
reign Power (but yet ſuch a'Power as came not amongſt. 
us but by the breach of a great General Council,as is clear 
from the laſt Canon of the firſt of Epheſus) A Power, I ſay, 
Patriarchal, and ſo meerly of Ecclefiaſtical Right, not of 
Divine Inſtitution. A Power which in the Ancient Church 
had been ſet up by Emperors, as that of Juſtiniana' prima 
by J«ſtinian in his 11th Novel: © Nay 'twas openly main- 
<« tained in the great Council of Chalcedor, that all the 
« Patriarchs had gain'd their Power meerly by Cuſtom, 
< and by Imperial Countenance : So that *tis 4 Power that 
may be taken away, without NEE taken away, wes 

| | wile 
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wiſe Gerſon the wiſe Chancellor of Paris would not have 
written in France, De auferibilitate Pape. England went 
farther, and did indeed remove that, which others did but 
ſay was removable : but removed it was before the Re- 
formation ;_ that removed it not, as men well know that 
know our Laws; and fo we were left but under our own 
Syriods only 3 ſo that now beſides a General Council 
which we are willing to hear, we can reſiſt no lawful 
Paſtors but our own. 

Laſtly, Take Schiſm for that monſtrous height of un- 
charitableneſs, when with the Dozatii#s thoſe men who 
are but a part of the Church, dare call themſelves the 
Church Catholick, and ſo dare damn all the reſt of Man- 
kind, who refuſe to imbrace their opinions; I could name 
you thoſe who are guilty of this, but I am ſure our Dear 
| Mother is not, who has been ſo mild to thoſe that have 
moſt highly oppos'd Her, that beſides the Reproaches of 
Novelty and Schiſm, you all well know ſhe hath been long 
reproached for her Charity. And yet when St. Cyprian be- 
ing Primate of Carthage, did in his full Synod againſt the 
fenſe of the whole Church ſet up plain Rebaprization, 
St. Auſtin defends him from the Tax of Schiſar, only be- 
cauſe he began that Provincial Council with this charita- 
ble Clauſe, Neminem damnantes, nec 4 jure Communionis 
quempiam, fi diverſum ſenſerit, removentes, ©* We decree 
* this, faith he, but yet we damn no man, nor do we bar 
©< any from the Communion of Africk though he think 
« the quite contrary. And how punCtually have we ob- 
ferved this Ruke of good old St. Cyprias 2 In thefe late 
Church- Controverfies, Opinions indeed, and AQions we 
condemn (and fo did that Father too) but yet we damn no 
'mans Perſon, For *cis he Tenor of God Laws, Thou ſhalt 
tove thy Neighbour, his Perſon, as thy ſelf ; but *cis not ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt love bis Deeds or Opinions. For though what 
men 
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men aQ or opine may be in it felf damnable, yet ( where: 
they arenot wilfully perverſe) cuſtomary breeding joyn'd 
with ignorance or the like, may excuſe the men/from dam- 
| nation, And how far we have been, in ſuch differences 
as theſe, from debarring any Man or Communion, yea, 
even thoſe that heretofore did oppoſe, and now perhaps 
do diſdain us, I appeal to the firſt twelve years of Queen 
Elizabeth, where men apparently known to have kept their 
old opinions, were not only received into the Service of 
our Church, but were admitted to the Er:hariſt it elf, 
the very higheſt at of Communion. - 
And now I have gone through my Text, and ſhall only 
add, That I ſcarce know any Seruple, any Query they 
make, that may not well be ſolv'd from this Parallel. 
They ask why their opinions ſhould be condemn'd for 
Errors, if we know not the preciſe time when they roſe ? 
yes, the High Places here were groſs Errors, and yet the 
molt -learned' dare not ſay, whether they roſe in thetime 
of the Judges, or in the daysof King Solomon, They ask 
whether our Forefathers were damn'd, who, we grant, 
dyed in their Religion ? And we demand, whether for fo 
huodred years were all the Jews damrn'd that did 
worſhip God in High Places ? I think they were not, if 
they hv'd pions lives, and kept themſelves from all wilful 
ignorance, For then, tho the Errors of both Churches, 
the Hebrew and the Chriſtian too, were mm themſclves. 
no leſs than damnable ; yet by ignorance, or by the like 
Apology with this, tho they made no expreſs repentance: 
for a finthey knew not 5 yet by the ordinary diſpenſarion- 
of Divine Grace, the men, we think, eſcap'd damnation. 
But I have one Query more, «Caſe cf Conſcience to leave 
with you, © Suppoſe a Jew that had been'rightly bred in 
*« the Reformation of King Heze{ab, ſhould attengrh fall 
4 .beek to do Sacrifice inthe High Places, upon confidence 
© that his Forefathers might well be ſaved in that — 
6 wy oY 


<* whether were. not. this ' man [indeed- guilty-of-murther; 
© (Lev. 17.4); and;ſonot in ſtate of Salvation, ;unlefs by 
« expreſs Repentance he- turn:back |to God, for this very 
& Apoltacy > [The Reſolution is eaſy, it ſcarce.needs Levz's 
help : and I beſeech' you Jet it-be thought on,; and then 1 
hope,. to.turn/Apoſtate from a true Reformed Church wall 
be held noſlight trivial matter... ; ba 
. - All this is to let-you ſee 'the,great Likeneſs betwixt the 
two Churches I have nam'd, Judah and Englard, both, were 
reform'd, by a Power, by a Council and Rule moſt ap- 
provable, without Schiſm, without Rebellion 3 in. both 
the Ceremonies remain'd decent, the Seryice of God dazly, 
and; honourable, and which, js more than this, tho they 
both remov'd the forbidden: Altars, yet- both kept the old 
Prieſthood too. And fince God in ſo clear Text did ap- 
prove the one, why ſhould any man, ever doubt the other ? 
And. yet Judah in my Text was almoſt eaten out by the 
Sword : Alas, we are in'this. but too like. her. . Although 
perhaps we are more like this poor Church, .when ſhe-was 
yet more miſerable, when ſhe mixed her tears with the ſad 
tenor of 'thoſe words :| Pf. 13. 7. By the waters of | Baby- 
lon we ſat down and wept, when we remembred thee, O Siov, 
For let me aſſure you, *twas a diſtreſſed reform'd Church 
they there remembred, and no marvel then if that memo- 
rial were in tears: either in tears of Repentance, that their 
own foul fins had brought on this great Deſolation : or 
elſe in tears of longing to ſee that famous Church. once re- 
ſtor'd, to ſee God again ſerv'd in the beauty of hohaeſs, 
. that their Raviſhed Souls might. once more aſcend in 
Prayers and Hymns; or Hallelujahs, in one of the Old 
.Songs of Sion. Let us but ſow in. ſach tears as theſe, and 
I ſhould certainly hope we ſhould e're long reap in joy 3. in 
-joy temporal, to ſee our King and our ſelyes in Peacey and 


4n. joy ſpiritual, to ſee.that Church of God re-eſtabliſhed. 
Which God, &c. : = 


FINIS. 
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